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We promote and encourage responsible pet stewardship

pet pals
GRAND COUNTY

7 Truths About
Animal Shelters

1

Twenty-five percent of dogs in
animal shelters are purebreds! If you
have your heart set on a certain breed,
chances are that you can find that
breed at your local animal shelter!
2. You can adopt more than dogs and
cats. Many animal shelters have rabbits,
hamsters, rats, mice, and guinea pigs—and
some even have turtles, chickens, and
reptiles—all waiting for their forever home.
3. They’re on the cutting edge. Looking
for the coolest combos out there? Your
local animal shelter is flooded with loads of
adorable mixed-breed dogs and cats who are
hoping for the chance to be your BFF. Mutts
rule!
4. You can save $$—and your shoes!
Puppies and kittens are adorable, but they’re
a LOT of work–not to mention expensive. We
love shopping but if you want to save your
shoes (and your homework and your little
bro’s toys) from becoming chew toys and
your dad’s favorite armchair from becoming
a scratching post, opt for an equally cute and
lovable adult dog or cat who’s outgrown that
awkward stage.
5. Someone else has done all the work!
Many dogs and cats in animal shelters are

SCOOP

turned in by guardians who simply can’t take
care of them anymore, so it’s easy to find
plenty of sweet animals who are already
house-trained and friendly and who may
even know a few
tricks!
6. Helping
animals in
shelters = FREE
HUGS! Got the
love but not the
time to play with
cats all day?
Just volunteer or foster! Not only will you
be able to meet loads of adorable animals,
you’ll also play a role in finding them forever
homes. The time you spend socializing them
will help make them more adoptable, and you
will get lots of love in the process. WIN-WIN!
7. Animal shelters help more than you
think! It’s common practice for animal
shelters to spay or neuter animals as part
of the adoption process. So you’re not
just saving one animal—you’re saving the
hundreds of animals one un-altered cat or
dog can produce in his or her lifetime.
So, what are you waiting for? Visit your local
animal shelter today!
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GRAND COUNTY
ANIMAL SHELTER
goes cashless
For those who may be worried that those
cute donation boxes that you put your
extra change in at stores are going to
go away, they won’t. Those donation
boxes are for Grand County Pet Pals.
All that change goes to providing 100%
spay/neuter and veterinary care for all
the animals at the Grand County Animal
Shelter and spay/neuter and certain
urgent veterinary care to pet owners
with financial need. Remember, Grand
County Pet Pals is the non-profit that is
the supportive arm of the Grand County
Animal Shelter. They are two separate
entities that work together. So please,
keep putting that change in those boxes.
It definitely helps all the animals in need in
Grand County.

HAPPENINGS

Want to see who is up
for adoption, what the

& upcoming events

next event is or how
you can donate?
Visit our website at
www.gcpetpals.org
or Like Us on
Facebook!

“

I love cats
because I enjoy
my home; and
little by little,
they become its
visible soul.

”

Jean Cocteau

We Love
Volunteers!
The Grand County Animal
Shelter Staff would like
to remind everybody
that we always welcome
volunteers to come
walk dogs, brush kitties,
socialize, etc. Please do
call us at 970-887-2988
before you come to the
shelter as we never know
what each day will bring!
Our normal shelter hours
are Monday-Friday from
11-4 and on weekends by
appointment only.
We welcome volunteers
during these hours so the
animals can be loved on
until they find their forever
home. If you have any
questions, please call the
Shelter at 970-887-2988.

We couldn’t fulfill our mission
if it wasn’t for all of you. All the
proceeds will go to help spay/
neuter the shelter animals, as
well as get them updated on
their shots. Plus take care of
any medical needs if any.

ROMP & STOMP
The Romp and Stomp event
at the Grand Lake Nordic
Center on February 16 was
another huge success this
year. We weren’t sure how
the turn out was going to be
due to it snowing heavily but
as always our supporters did
not disappoint. We had about
45 participants and about that
many four legged participants
as well. People had fun
romping through the trails and

the dogs were in heaven living
their best life possible. Between
all the participants and the
silent auction, we made around
$1200.00. We are forever
grateful for our supporters
always supporting our cause.

UPCOMING EVENT
We plan to have a fun BBQ
event at the Bark Park this
summer.
More information can be found
on our website very soon!

Separation Anxiety: What to Try
by Heather Lines

As a dog trainer, I get many phone
calls about separation anxiety.
Some are for true separation
anxiety, but some are for dogs with
other issues entirely. The most
common issue I see is boredom.
Dogs are genetically nomadic
creatures that are used to covering
great distances in a day (yes, even
poodles and chihuahuas). When we
coop our furry friends up for 8 hours
a day while we work, and then think
that a 15 minute walk around the
block will be enough, we are greatly
mistaken. Most dogs need much
more activity than we provide.
Mental stimulation can be just
as effective to combat boredom
as physical stimulation. Mental
stimulation can include things like
training (obedience, tricks, agility
etc), but it can also include things
like games you can play together.
For instance, get a towel or blanket
from the closet and roll it into a
burrito. Hide your dogs treats or
kibble in different rolls of the burrito
and let them go to town! If your
dog loses focus quickly or seems
frustrated, you can help them by
giving them “hints” or unrolling a
treat or two. Most dogs would do
well with an hour of mental and

physical stimulation in a day to
keep them satisfied. Your dog’s
breed, age, and temperament are
determining factors.
Another issue I see is a lack of
breed specific fulfillment. Your dog is
a breed or mix of breeds that at one
point had a very specific purpose.
Some dogs were bred to herd
sheep, or to track small animals, or
to pull carts etc. Find something that
your dog enjoys doing and fulfill its
purpose. For some dogs, like most
labradors, this can be as simple as
a game of fetch daily or a few times
a week. Other mixed breed dogs,
might be a little tougher to decipher.
Try a few different things until you
find something that clicks.
If your dog is exercised and fulfilled,
but it still shows signs of separation
anxiety, one thing you can try is to
totally break up everyone’s routine.
Dogs are very good at picking up
on patterns. For instance, if you
always fill up your coffee, put your
shoes on, grab your purse and coat,
give Fido a pat on the head with a
cookie, and then leave the house,
each of those activities alone, and
also as a sequence is going to
activate your dog’s anxiety. They
know 100% when these things
happen that you will leave them.

To break up the pattern, try this for
a couple weeks instead: Put your
coat on and grab your keys, and
then sit on the couch and watch
your favorite show. Put your walking
shoes on, and then feed your
dog dinner. Make your routine as
random as you can for awhile and
see if your dog’s anxiety improves.
Another step to try, is to very
gradually leave your dog alone for
longer and longer periods. Very,
very slowly, begin to increase your
time away. You may only be able to
increase a minute or two at a time.
Do not increase time until your dog
can handle the previous increment.
This means that you may be stuck
at a max time away of 20 minutes
for a week or more.
Separation anxiety can be a tough
and time consuming thing to work
through with your dog. Always
make sure that they are exercised
and fulfilled first, and then begin
a training protocol from there. If
you need extra assistance with an
issue like this, reach out via email at
info@movingmountainsdogtraining.
com

HAPPY TAILS: PEANUT
BUTTER’S SECOND CHANCE
by Jeri Pierce

What do you do when you are a 16
year old cat and suddenly find yourself
sitting, homeless, in the animal
shelter? If you’re lucky enough to be
in Grand County, you can be assured
that the pet-loving community truly has
your back.
Peanut Butter’s early life certainly
hadn’t prepared her for being a shelter
cat. She was happily living with her
person in an assisted living home
where she was very much loved. Not
only did she have the adoration of
her owner, but she also had lots of
attention from the caregivers and the
other residents at the home. A good
situation for such a people-loving cat.
But eventually, her owner’s failing
health required that he move to a
nursing home where animals were not
allowed. Sadly, Peanut Butter was
relinquished to the care of the Grand
County Animal Shelter.

For a cat, being surrendered to an
animal shelter at such an advanced
age often doesn’t work out well.
Many potential adopters are looking
for kittens, and the older animals are
often overlooked. However, with
support from Grand County Pet Pals,
the shelter staff went to work to help
Peanut Butter in every way they could.
The first thing that needed to be
done was to address Peanut Butter’s
decaying teeth. A Facebook plea
was sent out to the Grand County
community for donations to provide
much-needed dental care. Grand
County loves its senior pets, and
the necessary funds were raised
within the first few hours of the
Facebook post.
It wasn’t long after her dental surgery
that Peanut Butter’s life changed

again. Chelsea was looking for a cat
to share her newly purchased Granby
home. She had been monitoring the
Pet Pals website for adoptable cats at
the shelter, and she was particularly
interested in finding a more mature
cat. As it happened, she spotted
Peanut Butter on a Pet Pals Facebook
post while she was away in Florida on
vacation. Immediately upon seeing
Peanut Butter’s picture, Chelsea knew
she was meant to be her cat; but she
feared Peanut Butter would be adopted
before she returned home. Once
home, she went to the shelter to meet
her. Within a week of returning home
from vacation, Chelsea had adopted
Peanut Butter and brought her home.
Peanut Butter turned out to be
everything Chelsea had hoped she
would be, and Chelsea describes her
as being the perfect cat. She is very
well litter box trained, she dutifully
uses her scratching posts, and she

has claimed every sunny spot in the
house for her naps. And Peanut Butter
absolutely loves people! When the
doorbell rings, she is first to arrive at the
door to see who has come to pet her.
Most of all, Peanut Butter adores
Chelsea and wants to be with her
as much as she can. Chelsea calls
Peanut Butter her Velcro cat as she
cuddles next to her at night and is right
there with her whenever Chelsea is at
home. As Chelsea said, she has a soft
spot in her heart for both senior people
and senior animals. Peanut Butter has
proven that, if given the chance, even
the older animals still have so much
love to give to someone who is willing
to give them that second chance.
Thank you, Chelsea, for giving Peanut
Butter that precious second chance.
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fun facts about

pet ownership
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-average cost of basic food,
supplies, medical care and
training for a dog or cat annually
is around $400 to $700.

-the cost of spaying or neutering
a pet is less than the cost
of raising puppies or kittens
for a year

-at least 20% cats are
acquired as strays

-about 60 million dogs
and 75 million cats
are owned in the USA

Thank you for supporting
Grand County Pet Pals
You directly help local pets by supporting our mission of promoting responsible pet
ownership through membership and donations. Your kindness allows us to offer our low
cost Spay/Neuter Voucher Program, conduct educational events, offer food and litter to
disadvantaged pet owners, provide veterinary and basic need support to the homeless
pets in our county shelter and more! Thank you!

Bark Park Has Problem: Your ideas are needed

Wish List
kitty litter
soft dog treats
cat toys

Sadly, some of the best laid plans do not always work
out. Our awesome Bark Park dog park has a bit of
a problem and we are looking to you, dear friend of
animals, to help us! There is a beautiful pond that
runs along the large and small dog areas of the park.
We tried using floating metal barrels to stop waterloving canines from crossing the dividing line but the
barrels have not withstood the elements. If you have
any ideas for us on what might work instead of these
barrels we are all ears! Any solution must be water
and weather-resistant as well as not easy for a dog to
climb over or swim under. Email us your thoughts at
info@gcpetpals.org and thanks!

Barrels in pond
separating the
large and small
dog play areas
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