
By Diana Lynn Rau

I
t’s so hard to say goodbye to a beloved 
pet.  Duke the dog was 13 and his heart just 
gave out.  I cried long and hard.  Duke was 
an icon for so many people at the schools, 

the church, on the Nordic trails, and among 
the community.  Then a couple of months later, 
Misty the cat just suddenly disappeared.  What 
a hole these two left in our lives.  So it was off 
to the Grand County Animal Shelter to find the 
personalities we were now missing in our lives.

A cat seemed the easiest and the shelter had 
a young black cat that kept staring at us so we 
took that as a sign. When we visited again to 
confirm that we would adopt him, a couple was 
surrendering a beautiful 2-yr old female dog 
named Dixie.  We immediately signed on to 
rescue her too.  Dixie was a golden retriever-
shepherd mix with lots of energy but she 
lacked any training.  While the cat, now called 
Raudy, got used to our home, we returned to 
visit Dixie every time Charlie had PT in Granby 
for his very recent knee replacement.  The 
staff at the shelter was so helpful! When Dixie 
was released from the shelter, she already 
considered us family and had the beginnings  
of training. 

Raudy was a lesson in patience as we worked 
through digestive issues but he was the mouser 
I needed for my extensive gardens.  A year later 
he is totally settled in and a normal cat.

Dixie has learned leashes and commands but 
loves a good 4-5 mile run every day which fits 
into our lifestyle.  She is still a bit of a free spirit 

but is a lover of people and very playful with 
other dogs.  Because of her loving personality, 
I am hoping to train her for a 
therapy dog at the schools, etc., 
which Duke was so known for. 
As usual, it will take time.

Even after a year the cat still hisses at the dog 
now and then and Dixie will seldom pass Raudy 
on the stairs.  After all, cats do rule.  But outside 
the two never bother each other and even seem 
to enjoy each other.  Maybe someday they’ll 
snuggle up together – but we’re not there yet…

We got a two for one at the Granby Shelter 
and the hole in our hearts is definitely filled 
again. There will always be issues but time 
and patience will help fix those.  Meanwhile we 
wake up to a dog nose begging to be petted and 
a cat curled contentedly at our feet.

Charlie and Diana Lynn Rau
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Heartbreak to 
Happiness: Raudy & Dixie

HEALTH BENEFITS
of having a dog

What are some health benefits of being a 

dog parent? The first one is you get more 

exercise.  Besides your dog getting a daily 

walk, you get your own heart rate up.  Just 

30 minutes a day can improve your health 

and your dog’s health.  

Another health benefit of owning a dog, is 

that they help reduce your stress.   

By spending time with your pooch, it will 

lower your blood pressure and help you feel 

more relaxed.  

And thirdly and most importantly, being with 

your dog companion makes you feel good.  

Spending time with your dog, can produce 

relaxing hormones such as dopamine and 

oxytocin in your brain. This helps you both 

feel calm, safe and content.  And most 

importantly strengthens your bond between 

the two of you.And having that bond with 

your dog is truly remarkable.



The Grand County Animal 

Shelter Staff would like 

to remind everybody 

that we always welcome 

volunteers to come 

walk dogs, brush kitties, 

socialize, and etc.  Please 

do call us at 970-887-2988 

before you come to the 

shelter as we never know 

what each day will bring! 

Our normal shelter hours 

are Monday-Friday from 

11-4 and on weekends by 

appointment only. 

We welcome volunteers 

during these hours so the 

animals can be loved on 

until they find their forever 

home. If you have any 

questions, please call the 

Shelter at 970-887-2988.  

“

”

      I know of no 
pleasure deeper 
than that which 
comes from 
contemplating 
the natural world 
and trying to 
understand it.

David Attenborough

We Love 
Volunteers!

Want to see who is up 
for adoption, what the 

next event is or how 
you can donate?  

Visit our website at  
www.gcpetpals.org  

or Like Us on 
Facebook! 

 We had so much fun at both 

venues for Pet Photos with Santa.  

The first photo shoot was held in 

Kremmling, and Pet Pals wants 

to give a huge shout-out to the 

3R’s 4H Club for hostng that very 

successful event.  Every year they 

graciously do this for Pet Pals, 

and this was the best year yet.  

The 3R’s members, their parents 

and volunteers raised $470.00 for 

Grand County’s animals.  Thank 

you to 3R’s 4H Club for taking 

care of the shelter animals in our 

community!

The second photo event was held 

at the Fraser Historical Church.  

We’re so grateful for everyone 

who came out to support us and 

donated to our wonderful cause!  

So much fun was had watching the 

interaction between Santa and the 

dogs that came to meet him.  

Thanks so much to both of our 

Santas, our photographers, and to 

all our wonderful volunteers.  We 

couldn’t do what we do without 

everyone’s help.  Between the 

Kremmling event and our Fraser 

event, we raised over $1100.00 to 

help so many of  Grand County’s 

animals.   Thank you, thank you!!

Pet Photos with Santa was a blast!

Save the Date
ROMP & STOMP

February 16th

Bring your furry friend to the 
Grand Lake Nordic Center to 
ski or snowshoe on one of the 
dog friendly trails. There will 
also be an awesome silent 
auction! $10/person and for $5 
more you can use the Nordic 
trails all day on the day of the 
event. See you there!

Save the Date 
BINGO!

March 14th 

Carvers in Winter Park is 
hosting BINGO night with 
proceeds benefiting Grand 
County Pet Pals. 

Doors open at 6:30pm and 
BINGO starts at 7:00pm. 
Family-friendly. Cash bar. 
Sponsored by the Winter Park-
Fraser Rotary Club.

FOOD DRIVE

It was a great day for a food 
drive at our local City Market. 
Thank you everybody who 
donated food and litter as well 
as donating around $300 to 
support the shelter animals. 
Thank you, thank you!!!  
We have an awesome 
community and are so grateful 
for all of you!!

HAPPENINGS
Upcoming Events  
& More!
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for cats & dogs

Fun Pet Names

1
2
3
4

Cats

Isaac Mewton, Farrah Pawcett, 
Reese Whiskerspoon, Yoyo Meow, 

Obi Wan Catnobi

Dogs

Chewbarka, Jimmy Chew, Bark 
Wahlberg, Droolious Ceasar, 

Hairy Pawter

Cats

The Great Catsby,  
Winston Purrchill, Draco Meowfoy

Catsy Cline, Ali McClaw

Dogs

Woofgang Puck, Bark Obama, 
Jabba the Mutt, Luke Skybarker, 

Jake Gyllenpaw

please support grand 
county’s homeless and 
disadvantaged pets
Donate today online (www.gcpetpals.org) or by check today!

p  New Member p  Renewal

p  Lone Wolf (individual): $25.00

p  Pack (family): $50.00

p  Working Dog (business): $100.00

p  Additional Contribution ___________

p  I’m already a member but want to donate! $____________

Name: ___________________________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________

If writing a check, please make it our to GCPP and mail to:

PO Box 1972 • Granby • CO • 80446

by Chris Bettey

As I write this, today is Thanksgiving 
and I have something to be extra 
thankful for this year...the introduction 
of a loving little 14 year old Lhasa 
Apso named Rosco into my home and 
my life.

I’ve spent the last two weeks getting 
to know Rosco and him getting to 
know me. Rosco is a senior with all the 
character (and some challenges) that 
come with a dog his age. Each day 
brings some new little breakthrough 
where he and I get to know each 
others silly routines, goofy habits, and 
personal preferences.

Before deciding to welcome Rosco 
into my home, I shared my intentions 
with several friends and family 
members who all admired, but 
wondered about my decision to take 
on an older dog who by default I just 
wouldn’t have as much time with...and 
the consideration was a valid one.

What I’ve realized over time is that 
time itself is our most valuable 
resource and we should enjoy and 
celebrate it in real-time while we have 
it. Yesterday is gone, tomorrow doesn’t 
exist and right now is the only thing 

that is truly real. 
Celebrating and 
being grateful for 
what we have in 
our lives right now 
is so important.

So with that 
thought, I’m 
reminded by 

Rosco that every moment counts, 
be present, be available, and truly 
appreciate who and what we have in 
your lives at this moment.

...Also, many, MANY thanks to  
all the folks at the Grand County Animal 
Shelter and Grand County Pet Pals for 
your continued commitment to the  
well being of our four-legged 
community members all deserving of  
a loving home.

Rosco and all of you have given me 
something to be truly thankful for this 
Thanksgiving.

Best Wishes for a Happy Holiday 
Season!

Chris Bettey

HAPPY TAILS: ROSCO



PO Box 1972
Granby, Colorado 80446

be a member of GC Pet Pals
Support your local pets by becoming a member or renewing your membership today! Your 

annual membership dues help support our mission of promoting responsible pet ownership. 

Your kindness allows us to offer our low cost Spay/Neuter Voucher Program, conduct 

educational events, offer food and litter to disadvantaged pet owners, provide veterinary 

and basic need support to the homeless pets in our county shelter and more! So please go 

online at www.gcpetpals.org or use the form inside this newsletter and be a part our special 

group of fellow animal lovers. Thank you!

help us feel 
the love

please like us 

on Facebook at 

facebook.com/

gcpetpals!

Return Service Requested

Grand County Pet Pals Board
Open: president

Mary Ann Kerstiens: treasurer

Jeri Pierce: secretary

Becky Allison: board member

Kristie DeLay: board member

Mara Erlandson: board member

Jennifer Gelbhaus: board member

Grace Latz: board member

Heather Lines: board member

Charlotte Perry: board member

Kristen Rybij: board member

Grand County Animal Care & Control
Sam Ellison

Mary Ann Kerstiens

Robbin Stapleton
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Do you like to care for animals? Do you have a great 
attitude and enjoy working with the public? Come join 
the fun team at the Grand County Animal Shelter as 
a part-time Animal Care and Control Officer! Apply 
today and make a difference in an animal’s life.

Go to www.co.grand.co.us and search employment 
for animal control officer. 

Grand County Animal Care & Control is 
Looking for Part-Time Staff


