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Doggie Dash
June 29  

at Snow Mountain Ranch- YMCA SILENT AUCTION
Sneak Peak
We have many wonderful items up for 
silent auction at the June 29th Doggie 
Dash! There are great gift baskets, fun 
artwork, cool craft items as well as gift 
certificates from Denver Zoo, The Royal 
Gorge, The Butterfly Pavilion, Glenwood 
Cavern, Sagebrush, Blue Sky Massage 
and more! You won’t want to miss THIS 
silent auction!

We are excited to have our biennial Doggie 
Dash Fun RUN/WALK at the YMCA’s Snow 
Mountain Ranch in Fraser this year!

The Doggie Dash is a Fun Run/Walk event to 
benefit animals in Grand County by providing 
financial assistance for spay/neuter surgeries 
and one-time urgent care for pet owners with 
financial need. 

Registration is now open and forms can be 
found on our website at www.gcpetpals.org.

NEW this year...we are accepting credit 
cards! We’re super excited to be able  
to offer more ways to easily support  
our mission of promoting responsible  
pet ownership. 

Check-in/registration begins at  
8:30AM with a shotgun start  
at 9:00AM. 

Questions?

Please email info@gcpetpals.org  
or call 970-887-2988.

See you there!



Have you seen those eye-
catching yellow and blue 
Colorado license plates with 
the paw print? Ever wondered 
what they’re all about? The 
Adopt-A-Shelter Pet license 
plate became available in 2011 
to promote shelter adoptions 
and generate revenue to help 
shelter pets. Today, the Adopt-
a-Shelter Pet license plate 
is one of the most popular 
special use plates in the state 
and can be seen on more than 
20,000 Colorado vehicles. The 
“pet plate” can be purchased 
through your local Department 
of Motor Vehicles with an initial 
$30 donation plus the standard 
$50 fee for Special Use License 
Plates. Each year at renewal, 
the plate holder will be charged 
a $25 donation in addition to 
the normal registration fee.  

Revenue generated by 
license plate donations is 
administered by the Colorado 
Pet Overpopulation Fund 
and awarded in the form of 
grants to benefit companion 
animals in Colorado’s neediest 
shelters. On an annual basis, 
shelters can apply to the Fund 
for grants to provide medical 
care, sterilization surgery, 
or microchip identification 
implants for animals in their 
care. The goal of the Fund is to 
give as many shelter animals 
as possible the chance to be 
adopted into loving homes. 
Thanks to the generosity of 
Colorado’s pet-loving vehicle 
owners, the Pet Overpopulation 
Fund is now able to award 
more than $300,000 annually to 
shelters across the state. Each 
year, over 30 shelters across 
Colorado have received grants 

from 
the 
Fund, 
which have helped thousands 
of shelter pets find their new 
homes. This year, Grand 
County Pet Pals received 
$5,000 in license plate funding 
to provide spay and neuter 
services and medical care to 
pets in the shelter.   
The pet sitting beside you  
right now might have  
personally benefited from 
license plate donations!

And now you know, with an 
Adopt-A-Shelter-Pet license 
plate on your vehicle, not only 
are you driving around town in 
style, you are also supporting a 
very worthy cause!
For more information visit: 
www.coloradopetfund.org/
purchase-plate

ADOPT-A-SHELTER PET
License Plate Program 

The Grand County Animal 

Shelter Staff would like to 

remind everybody that we 

always welcome volunteers to 

come walk dogs, brush kitties, 

socialize, and etc.  Please do 

call us at 970-887-2988 before 

you come to the shelter as we 

never know what each day 

will bring! Our normal shelter 

hours are Monday-Friday from 

11-4 and on weekends by 

appointment only. 

We welcome volunteers during 

these hours so the animals 

can be loved on until they find 

their forever home. If you have 

any questions, please call the 

Shelter at 970-887-2988. 

“
”

The average dog 

is nicer than the 

average person.

Andy Rooney

Welcome 
Volunteers!

Want to see who is up 
for adoption, what the 

next event is or how 
you can donate? Visit 

our website at  
www.gcpetpals.org or  

Like Us on Facebook! 

Dog Training
Moving Mountains Dog Training, LLC  

Owner and trainer, Heather 
Lines, of Moving Mountains 
Dog Training LLC will be 
teaching several group classes 
for your dogs this summer. 

Heather opened her business 
in Grand County in 2016 and 
offers a variety of dog training 
services. She customizes 
training programs for each 
client because everybody is 
different and not everyone will 
benefit from a cookie cutter 
approach. 

In addition to client training, 
Heather also comes to the 
Grand County Animal Shelter 
once a week and works with the 
adoptable dogs. She works with 
them on basic obedience and 
manners, so they become more 
attractive to potential adopters. 

To register for classes in 
Granby and Grand Lake, 
reach out to Heather at 

303-641-3516 or info@
movingmountainsdogtraining.
com. 

To register for classes in Fraser, 
please reach out to the Fraser 
Rec Center at 970-726-8968 or 
fraservalleyrec.com. 

Group classes are 5 weeks long 
and cost $150 apiece.

Basic Obedience
Grand Lake Center
Mondays 5:15-6:15 PM May 20, 
27, June 3, 10, 17

Intermediate Obedience
Grand Lake Center
Mondays 5:15-6:15 PM June 
24, July 1, 8, 15, 22

Advanced Obedience
Grand Lake Center
Mondays 5:15-6:15 PM July 29, 
August 5, 12, 19, 26

Party Tricks
Granby Soccer Dome
Tuesdays 5:15-6:15 PM June 4, 
11, 18, 25 July 2

K9 Nose Work
Granby Soccer Dome

Tuesdays 5:15-6:15 PM July 9, 

16, 23, 30 August 6

Intro to Agility Session 1
Fraser Sports Complex Fields

Fridays 9:45-10:45 AM May 24, 

31 June 7, 14, 21

Intro to Agility Session 2
Fraser Sports Complex Fields

Fridays 9:45-10:45 AM 

September 13, 20, 27  

October 4, 11



4
this season

tips to keep pets safe

1
2
3
4

Give your Dog Plenty of Water  
and Shade

Heat and humidity cause potential hazards 
to your dogs health. So remember if you’re 

not comfortable because it’s too hot your dog 
feels the same. Keep them inside on days 

when it’s really hot.

Don’t Leave Your Pets in a Hot Car

Never leave your dog inside your car in hot 
weather; a cracked window isn’t  

enough to keep a car cool. It’s also illegal in 
many states.

Watch Out for Sunburn

Dogs can get sunburn – especially light 
colored dogs with short fur. There are sun 

protection lotions specifically formulated for 
dogs. Don’t use human sunscreen on your 

pet; many of the chemicals are toxic to them.

Keep Your Pet Inside During the 
Fourth of July

Most dogs are terrified of fireworks. Shelters 
experience 30% more dogs coming in on July 
5th than any other day of the year. Keep her 

indoors on the 4th of July.

please support grand 
county’s homeless and 
disadvantaged pets
Donate online (www.gcpetpals.org) or by check today!

p  New Member p  Renewal

p  Lone Wolf (individual): $25.00

p  Pack (family): $50.00

p  Working Dog (business): $100.00

p  Additional Contribution ___________

p  I’m already a member but want to donate! $____________

Meet the Canine Genome:  
The dog genome consists of 
approximately 20,000 genes, and 
the variation across just 50 genes 
determines breed-defining physical 
traits.  When we look at a dog and see 
“breed,” we are seeing only roughly 
50 of their nearly 20,000 genes.  That 
is 0.25% of a dog’s entire genome.  
The set of 50 genes associated with 
physical appearance is different 
from the set of thousands of genes 
responsible for brain development 
and function. 

How are pure breed and mixed 
breed dogs different?  Pure breed 
dogs come from a CLOSED gene 
pool.  Mixed breed dogs come from 
a VARIED gene pool.  Once a dog 
is less than 100% of a single breed, 
they have genetic variations that 
make them distinct from that breed.  A 
mixed breed dog is no breed at all.

Pure Breed Dogs are not Clones:
Unlike human identical twins, which 
have identical DNA, pure breed dogs 
have different DNA.  Dogs may look 
alike, but only 0.25% of their genome 
determines their actual breed-
defining physical traits.  The rest can 
vary.  The behavior of ALL dogs is 
influenced by many factors, which is 
why breed traits are POSSIBLE but 
not GUARANTEED. 

What About DNA Testing?:
DNA tests can help identify a dog’s 
ancestors, but knowing a dog’s breed 
mix will not help us determine his 
behavior.  The behavior of all dogs 
(pure breed or mixed) is always 
influenced by a variety of outside 
factors.  Once a dog is a mixed 
breed dog, he isn’t a member of any 
breed.  Each mixed breed dog, even 
those from the same litter, will have a 
unique genome.

Even if we know the breeds present 
in a mixed breed dog’s DNA, we 
don’t know which parts of the dog 
are influenced by those breeds.  For 
Example:  If a dog’s DNA shows he 
is 12.5% Golden Retriever, which 
12.5% is it?  The dog’s hips?  How he 
digests food?  We can never be sure.

You Can’t Judge a Book (or dog!) 
by its Cover:
As we can see, visual identification of 
mixed breed dogs is very inaccurate.  
What we can see (0.25% of its 
genome) cannot help us with what we 
cannot see (99.75% of its genome).  
The future behavior of a dog can’t be 
accurately predicted based on either 
how a dog looks on the outside, its 
breed, or its DNA results.

All dogs are individuals.  Get to know 
each dog in front of you for who he is!  

ALL DOGS ARE INDIVIDUALS

Name: ___________________________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________

If writing a check, please make it out to GCPP and mail to:

PO Box 1972 • Granby • CO • 80446



R E G I S T R A T I O N  f o r m

The Doggie Dash is a Fun Run/Walk 
event to benefit animals in Grand 

County by providing financial  
assistance for spay/neuter surgeries 

and  one-time urgent care for pet 
owners with financial need. 

Questions?
Please email info@gcpetpals.org  

or call 970-887-2988

Saturday
June 29

Snow Mountain  
Ranch (YMCA)

Silent Auction Items,  
Prizes, Food, Fun!

Shotgun start 
at 9AM

Visit our website 
for more details!

 

 

 

 

 

Grand County Pet Pals Presents 

Doggie Dash 2019  

 

 

P.O. Box 1972  •  Granby, CO  •  80446

Name:  ___________________________________________

Mailing Address: _____________________________________

City: ___________________ ____ State: ______Zip: ________

Email Address: ___________________________________ ___

Phone :  (            )  _____________________________________

Your Age:  _________________________M   ______   F ______

T-Shirt Size  (circle one, first 75 registrants get a long sleeve unisex shirt/shwag bag)

Small      Medium     Large     X-Large     XX-Large

Dog’s Name: ________________________________________

Rabies vaccination year: _________

(Dogs must wear current rabies tags and be leashed at all times)
   

Adults $25
Child (under 12) $15

Total $___________                                                    

Release of Liability (must be signed)

I understand that participation in the Doggie Dash, a benefit event for Grand County Pet Pals, 
involves risk to my dog and me. I assume all risks associated with participation in this event. I 
agree not to participate unless my dog and I are physically able and properly conditioned. This 

release includes injuries due to the activities of Grand County Pet Pals staff, its officers, volunteers, 
directors, agents, members, race organizers and sponsors, included but not limited to  

YMCA-Snow Mountain Ranch; and any injuries caused by negligence of other participants, spec-
tators or other persons on or near the site of the event and start/finish area. My dog has a current 

rabies vaccination and a tag to show on race day. My dog will be leashed at all times.  

I authorize Grand County Pet Pals and/or parties designated by GCPP to use my photograph and/or 
videotaped image in any medium GCPP sees fit for use in advertising, promotion, display, exhibit, 

commercial, or editorial use. I have read this information and agree to its terms and certify my 
compliance by signing below.

_______________________________________________________________
Signature (and please print name next to signature)                                                              Date

________________________________________________________________
Signature (legal guardian if under 18 years of age)                                                     Date



Life was relatively calm in late 
November. With no dogs in 
our lives for the last year and a 
half, we didn’t even have to go 
out if the weather was stormy. 
We could just sit, sip our tea, 
and enjoy Nature’s show. Then 
everything turned upside down. 

The calm began to unravel on 
November 21, 2018. It started 
innocently enough.  I was at a 
meeting to prepare for a Pet Pals’ 
fundraiser. Mary 
Ann, one of the 
Grand County 
Shelter officers, 
was present. 
Knowing I’m 
a sucker, she 
casually pulled 
out her phone to 
show me a photo 
of a dog, Heidi, who needed a 
home. As my husband and I are 
not spring chickens anymore, 
we didn’t know if we would ever 
have any more dogs after losing 
our last pup in 2017. Besides, 
we never look for a dog after one 
passes. Our philosophy has been 
that when/if it is time, the dog 
will find us. Well, when I looked 
at that photo and locked eyes 
with this little girl, I knew she 
was looking for, and had found, 
ME. I couldn’t get her out of my 
mind. I went home and showed 
the photo to my husband. I then 
began to ask the Shelter Staff 
everything I could think of to try 
and get an idea of what this dog 
was like. Would she really fit into 
our family? Could we properly 
care for her? Was she good with 
people? Yes, she seemed to 
really like people. Was she good 
around other dogs? Yes, they 
had seen no issues with her. 
What did they know about her 
background? Nothing, as she was 
picked up as a stray in Granby. 
What was her age? Two to three 
years. How big was she? She is 
underweight but currently around 
50 lbs. What breed is she? A 

Blue Tick Coonhound. (Uh, oh! 
Our last two dogs were hunting 
hound rescues. When hunting, 
nothing else matters, especially 
the word “Come”.) However, Heidi 
had been getting some training 
at the Shelter with Heather Lines 
who owns Moving Mountains Dog 
Training. Heather indicated that 
she was doing very well.  
No one had anything bad to say 
about her.

Against all better 
judgement, a friend 
and I went to see 
Heidi the morning 
of November 27th. 
When she was let 
out of her cage, 
she ran right to me 
instead of heading 
for the outside 

door, as I’m told usually happens. 
At that point, it was all over. We 
were already bonding. It was hard 
to return her to her cage and she 
started to howl. My husband and 
I came back that afternoon and 
brought her home. 

The first couple of weeks went 
fairly well. There is always an 
adjustment period on both ends. 
Like any dog, Heidi became 
more comfortable with her new 
surroundings and began to push 
the limits a bit. We changed her 
name to Shanti which means 
“peace” in Sanskrit as she was 
such a loving little girl. Turns 
out, we should have waited a bit 
longer to pick her new name.

The first indication of trouble 
came when she lunged and 
snarled at a friend’s dog who 
came into our condo. My friend, 
her dog, Shanti, and I had just 
finished an hour walk together 
with no issues! A few days later, 
Shanti went after a friend who 
was visiting. The friend had been 
in the condo for two hours and 
Shanti lunged at her as she got 
up to leave. It appeared that 

Shanti wanted NO outsiders, 
dog or human, in HER condo. 
A week later, following an hour 
plus walk, she went after another 
friend’s dog as we parted ways 
outside in the condo parking 
lot. Things were getting worse. 
Now it wasn’t just the condo 
that was being guarded, but the 
parking lot, too. With Pet Pals’ 
help, Heather came and worked 
with Shanti once a week for a 
couple of weeks. However, Shanti 
again lunged at a friend that had 
dropped by the condo. This was 
someone she had met before 
and liked. I knew things were 
not working. Something needed 
to be done. A condo, especially 
over the holiday season, was not 
a place for a dog that couldn’t 
be trusted not to bite. I talked to 
Mary Ann and Heather. Heather 
felt that Shanti was resource 
guarding me. We all agreed that 
Shanti should go back to the 
Shelter over the holidays until 
she could be enrolled in a Board 
and Train program with Heather. 
I was miserable 
but gave her 
up on January 
4th. Back at the 
Shelter, the Staff 
never saw a 
problem with her 
around people 
or dogs which 
proved Heather 
right. The 
problem was ME.  

I visited Shanti 
whenever I could over the three 
weeks she was at the Shelter. 
During this time, Shanti was also 
put on Prozac as it seemed like 
she might have a few “crossed 
wires” in her brain. After she 
would “attack”, it seemed she felt 
remorse but just couldn’t help 
herself. She also seemed anxious 
in new situations and would 
quiver and tremble. We hoped the 
Prozac would help.

During boarding school, some 
told me that maybe it wasn’t a 
good idea to adopt Shanti. There 
were other dogs out there that 
needed homes and this dog may 
not be a good choice.  I looked 
at them like they were asking 
me to cut off an arm or a leg…
or give up my first born. They 
didn’t understand! No way was I 
going to abandon this dog unless 
there was no other course open 
to us after trying everything we 
could think of. Shanti and I had 
bonded in a way that exceeds any 
bonding I had experienced with 
our previous dogs. (Shanti is our 
ninth canine.) I guess that was 
part of the problem!

On January 13th, Shanti’s 
boarding spot opened and she 
moved in with Heather for three 
weeks of training. We got her 
back on February 3rd. The 
reunion was glorious! She was a 
changed dog in so many ways. 
The Prozac was helping and 
Shanti was more relaxed. Heather 

indicated that due to 
Shanti’s “crossed wires”, 
she would probably 
be good in about 
90% of situations. We 
would need to always 
be watchful for that 
remaining 10%. This has 
proven to be true so far.

Thanks to the Grand 
County Shelter Staff, Pet 
Pals, and Heather Lines, 
Shanti has gone from 

being a dog who might not ever 
have found a permanent home, 
to being a (mostly) well-behaved, 
loving, very happy girl. She is 
absolutely adored by us, and 
we are adored by her. She has 
brought joy to our house.

It was meant to be.

HAPPY TAILS
Shanti: Worth the Effort
by Corin Wood



PO Box 1972
Granby, Colorado 80446

be a member of GC Pet Pals
Support your local pets by becoming a member or renewing your membership today! Your 

annual membership dues help support our mission of promoting responsible pet ownership. 

Your kindness allows us to offer our low cost Spay/Neuter Voucher Program, conduct 

educational events, offer food and litter to disadvantaged pet owners, provide veterinary 

and basic need support to the homeless pets in our county shelter and more! So please go 

online at www.gcpetpals.org or use the form inside this newsletter and be a part our special 

group of fellow animal lovers. Thank you!

help us feel 
the love

please like us 

on Facebook at 

facebook.com/

gcpetpals!
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Grand County Pet Pals Board
Open: president

Mary Ann Kerstiens: treasurer

Jeri Pierce: secretary

Becky Allison: board member

Mara Erlandson: board member

Grace Latz: board member

Charlotte Perry: board member

Kristen Rybij: board member

Jule Zane: board member

Grand County Animal Care & Control
Sam Ellison

Mary Ann Kerstiens

Robbin Stapleton

Grand County Pet Pals 

is a proud and grateful 

recipient of a grant 

from the Colorado Pet 

Overpopulation Fund. 

We use these funds to 

provide sterilization and 

other medical care for 

our Grand County Animal 

Shelter residents. 


