
Scoop
ISSUE 3       SUMMER        2017

G R A N D  C O U N T Y  P E T  PA L S

What’s Inside:
COLORADO GIVES DAY

PAGE 2

HAPPY TAILS
PAGE 3

FAREWELL TO MAX’S FULL 
BELLY DELI

PAGE 3

UPDATE ON BARK PARK 
CAMPAIGN

PAGE 4

SAVE THE DATE FOR PET 
PICTURES WITH SANTA

PAGE 4

Pick up Your Doggie’s Doo
by Suzie Royce Cruse

How many of us are tired of walking along one of our beautiful and scenic mountain trails, either 
with or without dogs, and lo and behold, a tightly tied plastic bag, filled with dog poo is sitting 
alongside the path. Unfortunately, the bag has been baking in the sun all summer, or maybe just 
for the last two hikes you did at that location. 

Seeing these bags at almost every trailhead lately is getting on my nerves. It is only 
going to get worse - due to the population growth here in Grand County. “America’s 
71 million dogs produce 29,000 tons of waste each day.”

Unfortunately poo-bag trail faeries are few and far between. But, alas, we must pick 
up after our pets. It’s the right thing to do. And, while doing it – pick up others you 
see as well. Sometime, somewhere your dog pooped and you didn’t catch it.  
Pay it forward...or backward.

Picking up dog poo is important for many reasons. One being that several parasites live in dog 
poo. These parasites (hookworms and roundworms for example) can be passed to other pets 
and humans. Another reason is that dog poo sitting near a stream or creek will wash into the 
water supply. Storm water carries dog poop and other dog waste directly into waterways. Pet 
waste is responsible for up to 90% of all bacterial watershed pollution in urban areas of the U.S.

So, do the disposable bags truly decompose? Apparently regular plastic bags or even 
biodegradable bags when thrown in an air tight landfill would overcrowd our land and not 
biodegrade. An EPA report states, “Flushing pet waste is the best disposal method”. 
Kinda makes sense.

There is a new company that makes flushable poo bags, FlushDoggy. Yes, you pick up your 
dog poo in this specifically made bag that is guaranteed to decompose in the wastewater 
treatment plants. However, most of us have SEPTIC tanks up here in the mountains. What 
now? I guess picking up the poo in a regular plastic bag and then dumping the poo into 
the toilet would work. I am still working out the logistics of this issue. Stay tuned for part 2 of the 
dog poo dilemma. In the meantime, go to http://www.flushdoggy.com and plug in the weight of 
your dog into the “POOP CALCULATOR” to find out how much poo your dog generates in a year.



LISA JONAS

I thought it 
would be a 
good time 
to provide 
insight into 
the programs 

and services we raise money 
to fund. We do not receive 
Federal, State or Local 
support and thus we fundraise 
throughout the year seeking 
private donations, grants and 
support through membership.

It is through a combination 
of funding and a wide range 
of support, that we are able 
to promote our mission of 
responsible pet stewardship in 
Grand County.  

Here is a brief synopsis of just 
what we are up to!

Spay/Neuter Voucher 
Program: 

 Having a pet spayed or 
neutered is the first line of 
defense against the needless 
killing of animals in our 
shelters across the country. 
  Here in Grand County, our 
Shelter finds a home for 
every adoptable animal. But 
nationwide, more than 3 million 
cats and dogs are euthanized 
in shelters annually. These 
animals are healthy, loving 
pets that would have made 
a terrific companion if given 
the chance. Spay/neuter is the 
only permanent, 100-percent 
effective method of birth 

control for dogs and cats and 
eliminates the problem before 
it begins.

Good Samaritan Program:

This fund was established to 
supplement charitable care at 
private veterinary practices 
within Grand County, providing 
one-time medical assistance to 
help a disadvantaged pet owner 
save the life of their beloved 
pet. The Good Samaritan Fund 
is a last-resort financial option 
intended to support a one-time 
surgical or medical intervention 
for a pet with a good to 
excellent prognosis. 

Grand County Animal  
Shelter Support: 

Grand County Pet Pals is the 
supportive arm of the Grand 
County Animal Shelter, a 
municipal shelter. We help 
to promote animals up for 
adoption on our web site, via 
social media and at fundraising 
events. We also provide many 
of the items needed to make 
the canine and feline residents 
more comfortable. We enjoy a 
wonderful partnership between 
our team and the Shelter team! 

IT’S A FACT: 50% of all pets born are accidental! Spaying or neutering saves lives by avoiding “uh-oh’s” (4 million pets are killed each year in U.S. Shelters)

Now you can support 
Grand County 
Pet Pals through 
Colorado Gives Day!

LETTER from the PRESIDENT

A Little Bit About Our Programs

For Giving Made Easy, Donate Online!

Visit Grand County Pet Pals on ColoradoGives.org, a year-
round online giving website that features more than 2,000 
Colorado charities. Learn about our programs, how we are 
helping our community, and donate online to us. Tell your 
friends and family -- no more stamps, no more envelopes -- 
simply donate online.

Go to ColoradoGives.org and enter Grand County Pet Pals 
in the search field. Or, click on the Donate Now link from our 
website. From all of us at Grand County Pet Pals , thank you 
for your support!

Recurring Donations: Gifts we can count on!

Your recurring donation to Grand County Pet Pals  is support 
we can count on! When you use this option, you are making 
a commitment to donate a particular amount over a specific 
period of time. You can give as little as $10 per week, month, 
quarter or year. Simply set up your donation schedule and 
your deductions will happen automatically, straight from your 
credit card, debit card or bank account. To learn more about 
recurring donations, contact president@gcpetpals.org or visit 
ColoradoGives.org FAQs.



50% of all pets born are accidental! Spaying or neutering saves lives by avoiding “uh-oh’s” (4 million pets are killed each year in U.S. Shelters)

HAPPY ENDINGS: Alumni of GC Animal Shelter

Farewell from Max’s Full Belly Deli
Max’s Full Belly Deli, Grand County’s Food Bank for pets will be closing its 
doors on Monday September 25th. The decision to close Max’s was not an easy 
decision to make. 

Pets and their people will still be able to get food at the Mountain Family Center 
located in Granby and Kremmling. You may also try contacting the Grand 
County Animal Shelter to check out other possible resources.The Mountain 
Family Center’s phone number is (970) 557-3186.  The Grand County Animal 
Shelter’s phone number is (970) 887-2988.

Grand County Pet Pals and the Mountain Family Center will be meeting in 
the near future to create a partnership that will be a resource to help families 
needing help with feeding their pets. 

Max’s was started in November of 2008.  Since then, with the help of Mountain 
Family Center, approximately 20,000 pounds (10 tons) give or take a kibble or 
two have been distributed in Grand County. An amazing accomplishment.

If I knew I could list all of the people and businesses who have helped Max’s 
over the last 8 years and 10 months with 100 percent accuracy, I would do it.  
However, the thought of forgetting someone is too much to take the risk.  Let 
me just say, I could not have done it without you!

It has been an honor to be in service to this community. To the many people 
who called for food for their pet, I thank you.  I know in many cases it was a 
humiliating call.  My goal was to always make you feel good about making the 
call.  I hope I was successful.

AN END OF AN ERA
BY KATE AHRENS, 
MAX’S FOUNDER

This is Kobe! He’s our 
three-legged fur ball! 

Loves to hide in the garden 
and when he is thirsty, he 
drinks the water that the 
cauliflower leaves catch.

JOANNA HEENEY

 We adopted Moose in 
November 2011. He is the 
happiest dog in the world 

and the light of my life. 
SHANNON OLNEY

Eddie Murphy and 
Richard Pryor.  

AMY BENSON

Puff is 7 and Schmacko 
is 14. They are 

wonderful pets. 
ELIZABETH KURTAK

Magoo and 
Madre: 
Mother and 
Daughter!

JACKIE 
MCNAMARA

This is 
Thumbs. She 
has lots of 
personality.  
We love her!

MARILYN 
BANKS

This is Olivia 
(now Maggie)!

KATHY FENTOS

This is Dulcinea! She 
is a super baby & a 

cuddle bug.   
CYNTHIA EBERHARD

This is Scooby 
Doo. He’s got more 
personality than most 
people and he’s so 
smart! 
SARAH BAUDER

This is Lucy, she is 
spoiled rotten. When 
not lounging she 
loves to play with 
her sister dog  
Annie Mae. 
LUCAS HARVILLE

Brolin! He’s the 
biggest baby. We 
love our goofy guy! 
MARY HYDIE

We will post 
more photos next 
issue!Thank you 
all who posted 
their sweeties 

on our Facebook 
page (facebook.
com/gcpetpals
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Hate to rush the 
summer but... 
SAVE the DATE
for Pet Pictures 
with Santa Paws
Dec 2 from 
10-Noon
Our annual Pet (and kid!) 
pictures with Santa Paws is 
always a great time and a 
perfect photo for your holiday 
cards. Locations and further 
details TBD. Watch web site 

for updates in early 
November!

Check out our web site for the latest news on the Bark Park at Granby Trails dog park to 
be constructed in 2018 at the Granby Trails. www.gcpetpals.org/barkpark.  
We are at 50% of our $150,000 goal. Will you help us reach the top? 
You can show your support with an online donation using Paypal or Credit Card at 
www.gcpetpals.org/donate


